
Jim Sutherby 
 When you see somebody standing by the edge of the track waving their fist it is 
usually a sign that somebody is mad, but this was Jim Sutherby’s way of telling the racers 
that they were not lining up properly and needed to get their act together. The long time 
president of the Evergreen Auto Racing Association was known to rule with an iron fist, 
but the competitors also knew that iron fist was fair and treated everyone the same. 
 Jim’s passion for racing saw him constantly looking out for the racers. He was 
instrumental in the movement to get auto racing at the Grays Harbor Fairgrounds in the 
mid 50s and then had to convince the Grays Harbor County Commissioners again in the 
60s to restart racing.   
 During his time as the EARA president, Sutherby also owned the number 55 car 
and on occasion a second car numbered 56. His cars were always competitive driven by 
among others Jim Goodwin, Earl Chappell, Charlie Gibbs, Randy Sutherby, and Brian 
Sutherby.  
 Jim’s wife Pat was an important part of the Sutherby package during this time 
being a leader in the EARA Auxilary that helped put on the races and ran the pit 
concession stand. The Sutherby childern, four sons and a daughter, were often found 
doing tasks around the race track and their involvement would continue with Randy 
racing on the ½ mile and Brian becoming a two time champion on the 3/10 mile, while 
Jack would race go carts. 
 After ending his involvement as an official and car owner, Jim continued to be 
present around the track and spent time as the person. He can also often be found in the 
stands as a spectator, and still attends county commissioner meetings when matters of the 
track are topics of discussion.  
 Sutherby’s involvement with racing goes back over fifty years and all fans and 
racers at the Grays Harbor Raceway should feel fortunate it does because most likely 
without Jim there would not be racing in Elma today. 
 The Elma Auto Racing Hall of Fame says thank you for all your time and effort 
Jim. We are honored to accept you into the Hall of Fame and proud of the 
accomplishments you and your family have achieved. Congratulations! 






