
Larry Spoon 
 A man ahead of his time, A man with a vision and a love of racing. That would 
describe Larry Spoon.  
 Larry wasn’ t a championship driver, but he had his hand in at least seventeen 
championships. Twelve as the owner of cars that George Wixson drove and five as the 
designer, builder, and sponsor of cars for Rich and Rick Leighty. 
 But championship winning cars may not have been Spoon’s greatest contribution 
to the sport of Elma auto racing.  Larry was always trying to make racing better and more 
accessible to the little guy. He had a vision of Elma becoming one of the elite dirt tracks 
on the west coast. Unfortunately, he passed away before his dreams could be 
accomplished and it would be nearly twenty years before Fred Brownfield would enter 
with his own vision and make Elma the elite facility that Larry Spoon had hoped for so 
many years before. 
 Spoon had a real passion for auto racing and he wanted it to succeed at Elma. Not 
many people know that Larry put up a bounty on his own car and driver after George 
Wixson had won five or six straight races. By doing this he hoped to build interest and 
attract the top competitors from around the Northwest. It worked and cars and drivers 
came from all over to try to defeat Wixson. By the time Spoon lost his money, Wixson 
had won a couple more races and the bounty had grown bigger. Larry didn’ t have to put 
up his own money for people to defeat his own car, but he wanted what was best for 
racing in Elma. 
During his involvement in Elma auto racing, Spoon served in many different capacities. 
Almost from the very beginning Larry was elected Secretary/Treasurer of the Evergreen 
Auto Racing Association, a position he would hold for much of the late 1950s, 1960s, 
and 1970s. If he wasn’ t serving as Secretary/Treasurer he was on the Board of Directors 
or serving in some official capacity.   
 Larry was instrumental in the construction of the 3/10 mile track that replaced the 
½ mile and even became the promoter in 1982. He sponsored races, sponsored cars, and 
tried to insure that racers had a way and place to race. 
 After his passing, the Evergreen Auto Racing Association chose to honor Larry 
with a race named in his honor and by having the Larry Spoon Distinguished Service 
Award presented to a person who had the devotion, dedication, and love for the sport 
exemplified by Larry. 
 Larry, wife Jessie, and children Debbie, Ted, and Tom were constant fixtures at 
Elma for over twenty years. Ted Spoon ran modifies on both the ½ mile and 3/10 mile 
and Larry’s nephew, Don Spoon III carried on the Spoon legacy and became a track 
champion. 
 Larry Spoon did not receive the thanks and graditude in life that he deserved, but 
the Elma Auto Racing Hall of Fame hopes  that his family knows how important Larry is 
to the Elma racing community.   
 Thanks for everything Larry. We are proud to have you in the first EARoF 
Honoree Group! 






