
Rich Leighty 
 Independence Day is a day of celebration for most people. The Leighty family 
celebrates it as the birth of our nation, but they also celebrate it for the birth of Rich 
Leighty as a race car driver. On July 4, 1960, in Forks, Washington, Rich strapped in to a 
race car for the first time and he has continued to climb into his Leighty Racing machines 
for 50 straight seasons. 
 Racing was suspended at the Grays Harbor Fairgrounds before Rich could make 
his Elma debut, so it was 1965 before Rich raced on the ½ mile Elma dirt. During the 
time Elma wasn’ t Racing Rich could be found on the dirt ovals of Silverdale, Longview, 
and Chehalis. With the resumption of racing in Elma Rich returned to the speedway and 
from 1965 to 1985 the Leighty 11 was a common sight at the Fairgrounds. 
 In the beginning Leighty wasn’ t a front runner, but his perseverance paid off and 
his big break came when he formed a friendship with Larry Spoon which would see Rich 
drive cars designed, built, and powered by engines built by Spoon. The racer with the 
crew cut haircut would win his first race in 1968 in his Spoon built modified. The same 
car would power Rich to the 1971 Skagit B-Modified Title.  
 1973 would see a new Spoon designed creation for Rich hit the track and in this 
machine Leighty would enjoy his greatest success winning the 1974, 1981, and 1982 
EARA Track Championships along with the 1982 NASCAR Limited Modified Elma 
Track Championship. 
 Rich’s desire to travel and race other locations led to the Leighty Team leaving 
the comforts of Elma in 1985. Rich would race throughout the Northwest racking up wins 
in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and British Columbia, in his career that has 
seen over 100 checkered flags and competition on 48 different tracks. 
 Leighty’s final championship would come at Spanaway Speedway in 1995, but 
that doesn’ t mean he hasn’ t been competitive. In fact he finished second in overall 
WESCO points in 2008 and missed out on the 2009 WESCO Dirt Title by a single point.  
 Rich plans to strap in for the final time on September 19, 2009 at South Sound 
Speedway. It will probably be a bittersweet day for Rich’s wife Gloria, who has been 
with him through the entire journey, having missed only two races in 50 years. Also at 
Rich’s side for the final race will be son, Rick, who followed in his father’s footsteps and 
raced wheel to wheel with is dad for 20 years, daughter, Wendy, and granddaughter, 
Megan. 
 Congratulations Rich on an illustrious career and welcome to the Elma Auto 
Racing Hall of Fame. 






